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Outline of the Symposium

“Religion and Environment — For the Kyosei of Global Society”

On November 6, 2010 (Saturday), the Research Center for Kyosei Philosophy of Toyo University held the
first session of a symposium titled “Religion and Environment - For the Kyosei of Global Society” at Hakusan
Campus Building 6 under the joint auspices of Religion/Researchers Eco Initiative. In the symposium, on the basis
of an accurate understanding of environmental issues that are drawing attention in today's world, participants
reported their practical efforts toward those issues and discussed what to do proactively to resolve them from the

standpoint of religious people.

In his keynote speech, Ryoichi Yamamoto (Professor Emeritus at the University of Tokyo) outlined
environmental issues in the world. After that, Minoru Sonoda (Professor Emeritus at Kyoto University, Chief
Priest of Chichibu Shrine) introduced the audience to traditional beliefs of the Japanese regarding relationships
among deities, people and nature. In a panel discussion titled “What Should Religious People Do Now against
Environmental Issues?,” five religious panelists, Jiho Harai (Hokke Buddhism Sect), Isao Hukada (Rissho Kosei Kai),
Yoshiharu Yamaoka (Seicho no le), Norihiko Koori (Professor Emeritus at Tokushima University, Member of the
Anglican Church in Japan), and Kanfu Naito (Simple Life Education Center), reported their respective daily efforts
against environmental issues. This is then followed by a discussion among the panelists, with Makio Takemura
(President of Toyo University, Chief of Research Center for Kyosei Philosophy) as a moderator.

Ryoichi Yamamoto (Professor Emeritus at the University of Tokyo) gave a presentation titled "Success
or Failure of Low Carbon Revolution and Future of Humankind - What Is Expected of Religion" and therein
took up global warming as a representative example of the current environmental issues. He then introduced
some objective data proving the progress of global warming and other global-scale impacts pertaining to the
phenomenon such as famine and thawing of glaciers, warning that if the average temperature of the Earth rises
two degrees Celsius compared to the level before the Industrial Revolution, an irreversible “Greenhouse Hell”
will break loose. However, even with technology, reform will not go forward unless our mind is focused toward
resolving environmental issues. Therefore, the professor expressed hope for religion as the resolution of these

issues necessitates spiritual revolution.

Minoru Sonoda (Professor Emeritus at Kyoto University, Chief Priest of Chichibu Shrine) gave a presentation
titled “Traditional Japanese View of the Environment - Connections between Deities, People and Nature - " and
introduced the Japanese view of life and nature as an approach toward environmental issues. Shimazono took up
the Japanese folkways, the Buddhism-derived belief that in everything resides Buddha, the idea based on Japanese
mythology that everything has life, and other aspects of the Japanese mindset. He thereby indicated that the
ancient Japanese used to treasure the connections between deities, people and nature, based on the belief that
all things possess Buddha in their nature. The professor stressed that it would be the role of religious people to

restore such solidarity and spiritual view of life.

Jiho Harai (Hokke Buddhism Sect) gave a presentation titled “What are the Ecological Acts of a Bodhisattva?”

Acts of a bodhisattva are performed in pursuit of Sukhavati, a pure land preached in the Lotus Sutra. In modern
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terms, they are the process of accepting the deteriorating global environment as a consequence of our past
behavior and atoning for that sin. The priest stated that it would be necessary for both Buddhists and scientists to

work together and devote themselves to the cause of nature and other lives.

Isao Hukada (Rissho Kosei Kai) gave a presentation titled “How to the Nurture Sprit of Gratitude for Nature”
and therein took up the ideas of “Mottainai” and “Itadakimasu,” old concepts of gratitude and veneration for
nature that have been deep-rooted in Japan since antiquity, in an attempt to counteract the trends in modern
society such as mass production/consumption, depletion of resources, and abnormal weather. As examples of pro-
environmental behavior, he introduced three perspectives conducive to nurturing the sprit of gratitude for nature:

religious value, school education and family life.

Yoshiharu Yamaoka (Seicho no Ie) gave a presentation titled “Certification of ISO14001 to ‘Zero Carbon™ and
therein reported the introduction of ISO14001 at all the offices of the “Seicho no Ie” religious community in the
country. He explained that the introduction helped curb CO2 emissions generated by the community’s activities.
He then went on to say that a low-carbon society could be realized if other religious communities would also
actively exchange information regarding the acquisition of ISO14001 and make efforts toward environmental

issues based on their underlying commonality.

Norihiko Koori (Professor Emeritus at Tokushima University, Member of the Anglican Church in Japan) gave
a presentation titled "Environment, Global Warming and Energy” and therein indicated that the reduction of
carbon dioxide emissions by nuclear power generation, one of the measures to cope with the increasing energy
demand in response to the growing global population, entails problems such as the disposal of nuclear waste.
Therefore, the professor argued that religious people should be involved in the challenge of decreasing the total

energy CDDSUH’]pt.iOI’I.

Kanfu Naito (Simple Life Education Center) gave a presentation titled "Recommendation for Sustainable
Simple Life” and therein explained that a simple-life society is a sustainable society where people manage
resources and energy within the permissible limitations of the global environment. That would be, according to
him, the modern version of “desire little; know contentment” - an ideal preached by Buddha. Referring to the
simple-life household accounts that he had developed originally for that goal, he advocated taking an approach

toward environmental issues from familiar angles such as reviewing repertoires of family meals.

In the discussion, the participants discussed in concrete terms the acts of a bodhisattva presented by Jiho
Harai. Moderator Makio Takemura (President of Toyo University, Chief of Research Center for Kyosei Philosophy)
pointed out the significance of making active use of diverse environmental concepts that can be found in religious
beliefs, as well as the possibility of creating novel approaches through the interaction among a host of religious
people and researchers. Finally, the participants concluded the session in the agreement that they would continue
holding similar symposiums to explore the path toward kyosei with the global environment as well as among
religions.

(The above is an abstract: Secretariat Division)
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