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Summary 

 

Outline of the 3rd Symposium on Religion and the Environment: “Religion and How to Inform Daily Living with 

a New Principle of Civilization, II”, hosted by the Religious and Scholarly Eco-Initiative (RSE), 

 

Summary 

 

The 3rd Symposium on Religion and the Environment, “Religion and How to Inform Daily Living with a New 

Principle of Civilization, II” was held on Saturday, November 10, 2012, between 1 and 5 p.m., at Yoki Hall, 

Oyasato-yakata Building South Right Wing 2, 252 Morimed -ch , Tenri City. 

 

The event was hosted by the Religious and Scholarly Eco-Initiative (RSE, chaired by MakioTakemura), with 

co-sponsorship from Toyo University International Research Center for Philosophy (IRPC) and support from the 

Nara Prefecture Religious Forum, Tenri University, and Tenri University’s Oyasato Institute for the Study of 

Religion. The RSE is a private non-profit organization formed in 2011 that brings together religionists and 

scholars from various disciplines with the goal of finding solutions to environmental problems. 

 

The symposium addressed the same topic as last year, “Religion and How to Inform Daily Living with a New 

Principle of Civilization.” While discussions last year centered on the ideas about the environment contained in 

various religions, this year they focused on the distinctive activities and orientations of religious groups and 

organizations from a practical perspective. More specifically, the topics ranged from perspectives on reconsidering 

lifestyles to the social contributions of religious persons, their efforts to develop green-friendly products, and 

making effective use of food waste. 

 

Program Summary 

Opening Speech 

Masahiko Iburi, President of the event’s co-sponsor Tenri University, opened the symposium with a welcoming 

address. Touching on the university’s “Eco-Campus Declaration” of April 2012, President Iburi spoke of the 

school’s efforts to become an institution that pursues instruction and scholarship that takes environmental 

protection into account and satisfies expectations for a recycling-oriented society. He noted that Tenriky ’s 

teachings already contain environmentally conscious ideas such as “the world is the body of God” (konoyowa 

kami no shintai) and “moderation is truth” (tsutsushimigari).  Reaffirming the practical dimension of this, Iburi 

declared that, in light of the massive natural disaster of 2011 and the nuclear accident in Fukushima, efforts should 

be made to adopt a proper attitude and implement such ideas. 

 

Commemorative Address 

The Most Venerable Archbishop YukeiMatsunaga, Chief Administrator of KoyasanShingon Buddhism, currently 

also the chair of the Japan Buddhist Federation, next delivered remarks to commemorate the symposium being the 

first to be held by the RSE in the Kansai region. Archbishop Matsunaga spoke of how today’s environmental 
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problems are symbolic of the impasse reached by Western technological civilization. To resolve those problems, 

the philosophies contained in Japanese Buddhism and Shint  which are based on the egalitarian “life view” that 

life resides not just in humans, living beings, and plants but in everything was better suited than the more 

disconnected view found in the Western monotheistic traditions. He voiced his expectations that Japan’s 

religionists would be even more active in the future in getting information out. 

 

Keynote Speech 

Tsukuba University Professor Emeritus Kazuo Murakami, one of the world’s leading authorities in molecular 

biology and a native of Tenri City, delivered the keynote address. Murakami is famed for his unique research 

involving the lowering of blood sugar levels in diabetes patients through laughter and for guiding a Japanese-led 

effort to decode the entire rice genome. Murakami said he had wondered about who wrote the genetic codes that 

are handed down from parent to child. Given the “consummate skill” with which genetic information equivalent 

to 10,000 books is stored in a single cell, he realized that whatever entity had created this was “something great.” 

Furthermore, the fact that some of this genetic information is shared in common by all living things reaffirmed for 

him that all living things, including humans, have been connected across the 3.8 billion years of life on Earth, 

reinforcing the need to be considerate of the environment. 

 

Panel Presentations 

1. Osaka University Associate ProfessorKeishinInaba, a scholar of the social contributions of religion, spoke 

about the active aid efforts pursued by religionists in response to the Great East Japan Earthquake, adding that 

good use was also made of temples, shrines, and churches as evacuation sites. Based on his observations 

following the disaster, Inaba said that even many people who appear to be irreligious and are not affiliated with 

any religious group are in fact “unconsciously religious.” He explained that this manifests itself as “sympathetic 

ties” (ky kanen) in times of disaster. Furthermore, the role of religionists from the perspective of “standing 

together” was important, he said, and they need to make efforts to nurture a spirit of altruism amid social 

conditions of selfishness. 

2. President of Itte Research Institute Co., Ltd. and Tenriky  adherent Takao Sat  reported on the completion of a 

new type of wind power generator. Referred to as the birdwing wind turbine for having drawn upon the structure 

of and flying principles that underpin a crow's wings, it is more wind resistant and generates less noise than a 

propeller-driven generator. Sat  described the nature that produced the crow's wings as “God's bosom” (kamisama 

no futokoro), and said he expected to continue taking hints for new technologies in the future from God’s bosom. 

3. Dr. Rumi Ide, Public Relations and Project Manager for Second Harvest Japan, spoke next about her group’s 

work as a food bank that channels food destined to be scrapped to facilities and people in need of food. Japan 

throws away about 20 million tons of food each year, about 5 to 8 million of which remains edible—an amount 

roughly equivalent to annual rice production. The origins of this loss of food, Ide argued, lie “in the global 

tendency to play it too safe and be excessively clean,” and the wastage needs to be rectified. 

 

Panel Discussion 

The Sustainable Management Forum of Japan’s Vice-Chair Ky ji Okamoto moderated the panel discussion. 
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Associate Professor Inaba said it was natural for the religious world to be concerned with environmental problems 

and making social contributions. It should be actively speaking about the contributions it makes, and government 

responses to environmental issues could be changed by heightened mainstream recognition of what the religious 

world as a whole is doing. Furthermore, if temples, shrines, and churches supplied space and worked in 

conjunction with the government and food banks, it would likely be useful as a disaster-reduction stockpile. 

Talking about the future of wind power, Mr.Sat  said he expected improvements would be made depending on 

government responses. Dr. Ide spoke of how consumers need to start buying foods whose “consume-by” dates are 

closer as a way to reduce food loss, and to change their lifestyle to one in which they trust their own senses when 

it comes to food safety. In summing up the discussion, Prof.Okamoto spoke of the need to adopt a humble attitude 

in which one learns from nature and the environment as a way to give form to the ideals of coexistence (tomoiki). 

Through this, he concluded, humans can achieve an energy-saving, compact, and agreeable way of life. 
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