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The Religious and Scholarly Eco Initiative (RSE)
5" Public Symposium on Religion and the Environment
Changing the Way We Live and Protecting the Earth:
The Pursuit and Practice of a New Principle of Civilization that Promotes Life
October 25, 2014

Koyasan University

(@ the headquarters of the Shingon Denomination on Mt. Koya, Japan

A grave crisis has descended onto the natural environment of the planet which we live. This has been
underscored by the recent debates of the United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the declaration called “Maintaining Humanity’s Life Support Systems in the 21st Century” made by
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over 3,000 scientists mainly from the United States in May 2013, and the report of “the major disaster and
impact of this great change” by the Japanese national broadcasting station, NHK, at the end of August 2014.
Global warming is not the only danger to the natural environment. There are also a host of problems that lay
before us, such as the warming of the earth’s oceans which is the basis of climate change, the reduction of
biological diversity, the decrease of forested areas, the contamination of water and soil, and energy production
that promotes change in the earth’s climate.

If we allow this situation to continue to run its course, life for the next generations onward on this star called
planet Earth will assuredly become compromised, and we will bequeath suffering and hardship on the lives of
the people of the future. In this way, each of us in the RSE network is working together to promote
cooperative action in the following areas:

1) the advance of scientific and technological solutions, such as the introduction and development of low
energy products and renewable energy.

2) the transformation of our social systems, such as transitioning to a low carbon society of cyclical
production and consumption.

3) shifts in lifestyles, such as the restraint of human greed.

With a deep understanding of individual, personal duty, we will undoubtedly engage in the above measures.
We religious professionals and researchers who have assembled here on Mt. Koya for the 5" RSE
Symposium, despite the differences in our religious faiths, recognize our own lives as a blessing from God
and Buddha who transcend our existence. We also understand that the natural environment itself is a blessing
of God and Buddha. With such mutual understanding, we feel that we must earnestly undertake the mission
for the positive maintenance and effective performance of these blessings. Therefore, we are engaging in
cooperative action and solidarity. With the motto, ‘““Changing the Way of Living and Protecting the Earth”, we
are re-examining the way each of us live, participating in social reform planning, supporting the development
of science and technology that can serve the sustainability of the earth, and adapting the results in our daily
lives.

The Religious and Scholarly Eco Initiative (RSE) was created in May 2011
by a collaboration of religious professionals and scholars to confront the
environmental crisis. It has as a stated goal ““the harmonization of humans and
nature and the construction of a new principle of civilization.” It also seeks to
promote the adoption of clean energy, rather than fossil fuels or atomic energy
that put a burden on the environment. In order to further advance these
principles and goals, RSE members from Buddhist temples, Shinto shrines,
and Christian churches in Japan are installing solar energy generating
equipment at their facilities. Under the banner of RSE, they are demonstrating
their collective capacity on the Religious Based Solar Power Generators
homepage.

RSE Officers & Contact:

Dr. Makio Takemura (Representative) President, Toyo University

Hiroki Ogasawara (Coordinator) Managing Director, Religious and Scholarly Eco- Initiative (RSE)
3-9-5-302 Yabe, Chuo-ku

Sagamihara City

Kanagawa 252-0232

JAPAN

Tel: 81-42-707-1440
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The Religious and Scholarly Eco Initiative (RSE)

5" Public Symposium on Religion and the Environment

Changing the Way We Live and Protecting the Earth:

The Pursuit and Practice of a New Principle of Civilization that Promotes Life

October 25,2014
Koyasan University

(@ the headquarters of the Shingon Denomination on Mt. Koya, Japan

Summary

On Saturday October 25™, 2014 from 1:00-5:00 p.m., the Religious and Scholarly Eco Initiative (RSE) held
its 5™ Public Symposium on religion and the environment at the Matsushita Kodo Reimei-kan Hall at the
headquarters of the Shingon denomination on Mt. Koya in Wakayama Prefecture, Japan. While RSE acted as
the main sponsor, the Toyo University International Research Center for Philosophy (IRPC) served as a
co-sponsor with Koyasan University providing additional support. The focus of previous symposiums had
been to introduce the specific environmental responses and their results of people from different religious
organizations. However, this time there was slightly more emphasis put on an inquiry into the principles of
civilization under the theme “Changing the Way We Live and Protecting the Earth: The Pursuit and Practice
of a New Principle of Civilization that Promotes Life”. While this included highly abstract arguments and the
way traditional viewpoints about religious doctrine should adapt to changing circumstances, there was also a
call for people from religious groups to bring forth a new master narrative for our world and civilization. In
this way, a new phase in the history of this symposium was initiated.

Program Summary

Welcome from the Sponsors

Dr. Makio Takemura, the President of Toyo University and the Head Representative of RSE, opened the
program by explaining the mission of RSE, while speaking about the continually worsening environmental
problem as the one grave mission of people from religious organizations. In this way, he emphasized the
significance of holding this symposium at Mt. Koya, which has a long history of looking deeply into the
source of life. Dr. Takemura also called for even greater support for the activities of RSE in providing
education about environmental conservation and concrete resolutions to the energy crisis.

Welcome from the Hosts

The President of Koyasan University, Rev. Kokan Fujita, spoke about the way the teachings of the Shingon
denomination’s founder, Kobo Daishi (Kukai), have acted as a guide for some 1200 years in understanding
the importance of life and how the university has sought to realize these values. Rev. Fujita then gave words
of welcome expressing his hope that the participants would enjoy their experience on the campus, which is
surrounded by an environment of unsurpassed nature and deep history.

Keynote Speech: The Environmental Problem from a Buddhist Standpoint

His Holiness Yukei Matsunaga—Chief Priest of Kongobu-ji, the Head Temple of the Shingon Koyasan
denomination—presented an inquiry that dug deep into the interpretations of sentient life advanced by the
great Buddhist predecessors in Japan, China, and India. He first broke down into different cultural fields
leading conceptions or views of life that come from an interpretation that distinguishes between sentient and
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non-sentient life, according to the traditional theory of buddha-nature. Then, he described the difference with
Shingon’s esoteric suppositions about life from its distinctive worldview of the “six elements with no
obstruction” (rokudai-muge), in which sentient and non-sentient existence are perfectly blended giving rise to
the idea that the grass, trees, and land also have buddha-nature. Making further references, Rev. Matsunaga
noted that there are numerous interpretations in Japanese culture in which form or matter (mono) and life
(inochi) are bound together, indicating that in the Japanese concept of divinity “life exists in all things
(mono)”. In conclusion, Rev. Matsunaga stated that Buddhism incorporates the ethics of moderation and
contentment in the commonly used teaching of shoyoku-chisoku (/VERFNE, Pali. santuthi) and that we
should put to use the mind of altruism found in the teaching of “the greed or desire for purity” (taiyoku shojo)
for the purification of the environment.

Panel Presentation #1: The Thing Only People from Religious Groups Can Do in Resolving the Root
Problems of the Global Environment

Rev. Yuchi Kitagawa, the Abbot of Koke-ji Temple of the Shingon Koya Denomination, also serves as an
official environmental consultant for the Japanese Ministry of Environment. He explained how he first
entered the path of environmental activism after his experience volunteering in reconstruction aid after the
Great Hanshin Earthquake of 1995. However, during this work he experienced set backs and a kind of
breakdown. As a means to regain his footing, he began to research into how the environment was dealt with
in the Edo Period (1603-1868). In this way, he spoke about the need to revive religious services based around
the five seasons to which esoteric Buddhism was originally connected. He then shed light on the worldview
at this time based on gratitude, prayer, and the internalization of the environment in which the people valued a
sense of the seasons and calendar. This worldview was centered on a sentiment that respected the cyclical
nature of the environment. Rev. Kitagawa also explained that Mt. Koya has an ancient history that still
preserves traditional construction methods, like using cypress bark for roofing, and has been an embodiment
of the kind of work of a forestry department.

Panel Presentation #2: The Role of Religion Seen from the Viewpoint of Civilizational Theory:
Environmental Culture and Narrative

Dr. Katsuhiro Kohara, Professor of Theology at Doshisha University in Kyoto, speaking within the confines
of contemporary post-modem thought, addressed the contributions religion can make to resolving the
environmental problem. Within this discussion, he pointed out how religious persons must create a
cooperative “master narrative” that does not get bogged down in the differences between various religions. In
this way, he presented two theses: The first concerned the inherent role of religions to continually articulate a
narrative that stimulates the inherent nature of society, thus creating an environmental culture. The second
thesis concemned the role of Japanese religion in creating a civilizational viewpoint that forms a narrative
which can stand up against the grand narrative of globalization.

Panel Presentation #3: The Crisis of Life and Its Revival: A Reconsideration of the Sense of the Reverence of
Life in the 21* Century

Dr. Akira Kaneko, a professor at Tenri University and its affiliated research institute, spoke about how to
examine and make effective use in the 21st century of Albert Sweitzer’s sense of the reverence of life. He also
focused on Sweitzer’s expression of fulfilling one’s own life by devoting or sacrificing for the lives of others,
pointing out how this sentiment also underlies the way of thinking in Rev. Matsunaga’s talk about “the desire
for purity” (taiyoku shojo). He further explained that if the sense of responsibility in the individual natures of
people in this era can be expanded, then it can lead towards a sense of inter-generational responsibility that is
spacious and timely. Further, the position of placing importance on material development and present
prosperity can switch, and a civilization that is rooted in the inherent value of natural life itself can ripen. In
terms of the sense of the individual and the responsibility towards life that is right before our eyes, Dr.
Kaneko introduced the the following words of Sweitzer: “As much as we might have deep conflicts, we are
all truly in the midst of truth ... The thing one calls a good heart which feels no guilt is an illusion of the
devil.”
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Panel Discussion

Dr. Michiya Murata, professor in the International Communications Department at Hannan University in
Osaka, acted as the moderator for the panel discussion and began by speaking on the conference theme of
“The Pursuit and Practice of a New Principle of Civilization that Promotes Life”.

In responding to questions that came from the floor, there developed a discussion about the low level of
concern in Japan of the environmental problem as compared to the history of environmental conservation in
Western Europe. Dr. Katsuhiro Kohara pointed out that environmental protection groups were established in
Western Europe from the 19" century onward from both religious and secular standpoints; and that the
movement has placed great importance on the values of the inherent beauty of nature and the existence of
nature itself as well as doctrine of stewardship for all living creation. In terms of contemporary Japan, Dr.
Kohara pointed out that the culture that discovers joy in the service of others has faded out; and that the low
level of engagement in the environmental problem is connected with the low level of concern for social issues
and events.

In response to the necessity of nuclear energy promoted by the Japanese government, all the participants
clearly had a negative opinion. Simply, people from religious groups should in common accord voice their
opposition and indicate their intention of “NO”. However, there is concern that further efforts to consider such
action have been given up by religious groups. The opinion was expressed that in relating to wider society,
people from religious groups should continually push for reflection on environmental issues. There was also a
question concerning the Islamic sense of the environment, and Dr. Kohara reported that there is an official
view (fatwa) among Islamic scholars that nuclear energy is evil.

On the issue of reviving the concepts of deep ecology in contemporary society, Rev. Kitagawa argued
that there is a need for a joyous sensitivity towards living things in nature and that in order to foster this
sensitivity, we should revive the rituals of both Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines which revolved around
the traditional Japanese calendar.

Dr. Kaneko again raised Albert Sweitzer and his understanding of the environment. With a reverence for
life as a basis, Sweitzer tied together the sense of love with the existence of all life in the natural world. In
terms of Christian thinkers, this is an exceptional example, which is similar to that of St. Francis of Assisi.

Finally, there was a call for comments about the conference declaration that had been given out to
participants. Dr. Kohara felt that in terms of the ways to regulate greed, the section talking about promoting
the advance of scientific and technological solutions should be taken out and that religions must consider
ways of behaving that will connect humans and nature. Dr. Kaneko also felt the regulation of greed is
important, but there is also the need to transform the values of greed. This requires connecting the “desire for
purity” (taiyoku shojo) completely with one’s life and self-sacrifice for others, which creates the spread of a
transcendental desire. Rev. Kitagawa expressed the need to devise a complete lifestyle shift or transformation
that promotes an organic shift in society as well as promoting individual awakening one by one among
parishioners by those in charge of their associations. Dr. Murata felt the thing that religious persons need to
aim for is to not only develop faith principles and lifestyles that do not exclude people of different faiths and
backgrounds but to also create sustainable societies that transcend generation gaps.

Closing Remarks

Dr. Ryoichi Yamamoto, Professor Emeritus of Tokyo University and Vice Representative of RSE, was one of
the people who proposed making an environmental declaration at this time. In this way, he explained about
the reality of climate change in recent years. He explained that on the basis of the results of enormous
amounts of data on weather made available from satellites, we can see a point of no return in the next ten
years. Human activities in mining and agriculture will exceed the physical limits of the earth, and as a result,
the rise in temperatures at the North and South Poles will go beyond reversing, followed by a mass extinction
of sentient life. Therefore, a policy to resolve this situation must drastically reduce carbon dioxide emissions
and overcome the sabotage and resistance to this information found in all parts of the world. In order to
achieve this, there needs to be the immediate establishment of a panel within the United Nations of religious,
philosophical, and intellectual leaders form various fields to offer their opinions on the environment. Prof.
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Yamamoto closed the conference by calling on those in attendance to endorse the proposed declaration of the
conference and asked for their cooperation in creating this religious panel at the UN.

Report by Hiroki Ogasawara, Coordinator of RSE
Translation by Jonathan Watts

37



T WRET AL =TT 4T EER
T 252-0232 FHARJETH FP 4L X S 3-9-5-302
T 042-707-1440 / 070-6444-3700



