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Awe and Gratitude Towards Blessings: The Effectiveness of Environmental Ethics Derived from Shinto
SAKURAI Haruo (Kogakkan University, Faculty of Letters, Distinguished Professor)
While interest in environmental issues on a global scale has been growing, there is now an awareness

about the crisis currently facing us with the worsening of the environment, and a wide variety of
discussions and initiatives have attempted to address the problems. Questions have been raised about
what role there is for religion, and what potential there is for religious research and religious researchers
to contribute to these efforts at solving environmental issues.

Shinto is one of the religious traditions in Japan, and a practice within it that has long played a role in
protecting forests is the naming of sacred groves or forests as “Chinju no mori,” something which tells us
about the value placed on belief and having gratitutde towards the blessings of nature. However, after the
Great East Japan Earthquake and the nuclear power accident, people have gradually realized the necessity
of giving deeper consideration to the true meaning of nature’s blessings. It has been said that Shinto has
not logically expressed a unified view of environmental ethics, but I think that there is a sensibility in
Shinto that can lead us to a grasping of the true meaning of nature’s blessings through understanding the
two aspects of “fear” and “gratitude.” My aim is to show how this is an important concept for dealing
with environmental problems.

Panel Presentation #1: Sacred Shrine Forest as a Base of Disaster Risk Reduction: From Evacuation

Shelter to Renewable Energy Plant

KUROSAKI Hiroyuki (Prof. of Kokugakuin University)
From the experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred on 11 March 2011, we learned that
shrines and sacred forests functioned as bases of disaster risk reduction. There are religious facilities
such as Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples on the hills near the coast, where residents took refuge. The
festivals and folk performance held by sufferers with assistance of volunteers supported their resilience.
Some shrines and forests became places of memorial requiem.
For that reason, one can expect a shrine and sacred forest as a base of Ecosystem based Disaster Risk
Reduction (Eco-DRR). Such expectation can be found in the movement to introduce renewable energy
facilities to sacred forests.
We must verify these efforts in order to construct environment ethics based on Shinto.

Panel Presentation #2: There is No Good or Evil in Nature: From a Standpoint of Shugen-do
TANAKA Riten (Choro of Sohonzan Kinpusen-ji Temple, Kinpusen Shugen Main Sect)
Shugen-do has three features: 1) a mountain religion, religion of mountain priests (yamabushi), 2)

a practical religion beyond denominations, 3) a polytheistic religion as syncretism of Shinto and
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Buddhism. The “Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range” was registered as a
UNESCO World Heritage site as a result of activities I had engaged in. Its purpose is to remind people
of Shugen-do’s faith so as to protect nature in Yoshino and Omine, which is a dojo, a training hall, from
rapid destruction. It is necessary from now on to tackle environmental issues with the cooperation of the
Japanese administration, and temples and shrines, and reevaluate the values of the Japanese people who
found Shinto and Buddhist deities through life and death in nature which has neither good nor evil in
bringing both blessings and threats. Shugen-do will be of great assistance to that purpose.

Panel Presentation #3: A question about the human civilization and the ecological view of the world as
“Mandala”, people. nature and the universe ---- from the point of view of "coexistence and harmony."

FURUSAWA Koyu (Prof. of Kokugakuin Uiniversity)
Among the eternal years, human beings have sought a stable system in order to overcome the fluctuation

of its existence. This stable system, the historical formation of the religious view of the world is in, been
sought as the formation of the ethics and the legal system.

In the modern and contemporary society, the fusion of the idea that are holistic ecological view of the
world (integrated knowledge) and scientific and technical intelligence (analytical knowledge). It has been
exploring for a long time as a broad sense of "human, nature and the universe" Mandala world.

The characteristics of modern human beings, there is a tendency that has been towards the eye (directivity)
just outside, there is a situation that is not undergone sufficient development for the ability to reflect on
their own inside system.

As a historical turning point of the human development related with its surviving, I would like to
overview and consider about in the future perspective from the point of view of "coexistence and
harmony".
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